The Helper and the Hinderer

1 Thess 2:13-18 And we also thank God constantly for this, that when you received the word of God, which you heard from us, you accepted it not as the word of men but as what it really is, the word of God, which is at work in you believers. 14 For you, brothers, became imitators of the churches of God in Christ Jesus that are in Judea. For you suffered the same things from your own countrymen as they did from the Jews, 15 who killed both the Lord Jesus and the prophets, and drove us out, and displease God and oppose all mankind 16 by hindering us from speaking to the Gentiles that they might be saved—so as always to fill up the measure of their sins. But God's wrath has come upon them at last! 17 But since we were torn away from you, brothers, for a short time, in person not in heart, we endeavored the more eagerly and with great desire to see you face to face, 18 because we wanted to come to you—I, Paul, again and again—but Satan hindered us. ESV

John 14:25-26 "These things I have spoken to you while I am still with you. 26 But the Helper, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, he will teach you all things and bring to your remembrance all that I have said to you. ESV

______________________________________________________________________

Years ago there was a movie that came out called “The Field of Dreams.”  I have not seen it but being a baseball buff, I know what it was about.  In it a man sensed that if he would cut down his cornfields and make a ball field in the middle of nowhere, somehow the legends would show up and play ball there.  He built it and sure enough, they came!

Now that is fiction and fantasy and you well know it:  you can cut down your cornfields and all you'll have is a bunch of dried shucks.  You could build a nice baseball stadium in your backyard and the only people who would come to play is your neighborhood kids and perhaps a sports league or two.  

But it is not like that with our God.  If you prepare a place for Him, He will show up!  If you prepare a Tabernacle for Him, His Spirit will move in and dwell there.  And this is not fantasy or even an Old Testament concept – are there not many, many people here who can personally testify to this great truth!  You prepared a place for Him and He showed up and moved in and did so in a mighty manner!

We should remember that this is not just a concept that works with receiving the Holy Spirit and the presence of God in our lives.  This is not just something for people who are starting their journey, but it works in all other areas of what we call the kingdom of God.  It works in every area of our lives and walk with God.  The key to having God come into what we are doing and doing great things is to prepare for Him to come.  If you cut down the things that prohibit Him from moving freely in your life and build it according to what He is attracted to, then He will show up.  If you will prepare your hearts and actually take time making sure that you are seeking Him with all of your heart, He will come to your life and your endeavors.  If you will seek after the dreams that He gives you, then you will ultimately – with His help – achieve them.  If you will give yourself to working for His cause, building His cause, reaching people to bring them to Him, and developing what He wants on earth, then your preparation will usher all of that into being through His power that shows up in it.  

Where would you be if someone had not come here to establish an Apostolic church in this area?  Where would you be if someone had not taken the time and prayer to study the word of God and present it to you in a clear and applicable manner?  Where would you be if someone had not encouraged you and joined with you in this trek toward heaven?  Where would you be if God had not called a man and a woman to come and lead you in your spiritual journey and if someone had not taken upon themselves the financial burden to secure a building and transform it into a church?  You are here and you are going there because someone tore some things down and built some things up.  And now what happens next depends upon you.  If you will build it, He will come.  If we prepare, He will lend His presence to our efforts!

______________________________________________  

This is such a sure principle that it seems strange at first that more people do not enact it in their lives.  Yet there is a reason why some people never finish their preparation in a manner that sets God up to do great things.  That is, there are many people who upon hearing this principle and believing it, begin to prepare a place or begin a dream – there are many people who begin great ministries and begin great projects for God – but there are all too few who actually finish them and see them to come to full fruition.  And the reason for this is that they get hindered.  Hindrances come in every forward and good endeavor.  Hindrances that must be overcome.  Hindrances that must be hurdled and dealt with.  The greatest things of life do not always come easy and so it is in the spiritual world.  

But it is not just happenstance that makes this happen, but a certain entity or individual.  It is a “he” and he is a fallen angel that you know most commonly as Satan or the devil.  There are three prominent titles of Satan in scripture which describe him the best at his worst.  First, Satan is a tempter.  He tempts men to sin and to transgress the commandment of God.  If you've lived for God more than about thirty seconds then you've heard the voice of Satan in his tempting to take shortcuts and his tempter voice comes often in the form of questions:  “Has God really said that?  It won't really be like that – it's okay go ahead and do what you want.”  

Second, Satan is an accuser.  The one who was so enticing to you to do what is wrong will immediately turn and heap condemnation upon you after you give in and do what he said.  He is the “accuser of the brethren.”  He meets often before God to try to spill all the negative things that he can about you to our Father.  He delights in sharing your mess ups and describing your failures.  What a glorious day it will be when the accuser of the brethren is finally cast down and utterly destroyed!

But beyond this, the most prominent title is that Satan is a hinderer.  The first two, tempter and accuser, are destructive in nature where Satan is trying to destroy something in your life.  He tempts you to destroy the work of truth and the blessing of God in your life.  He then accuses you to try to rob you of the confidence, relationship, and courage that you had in Christ Jesus.  But if those are not successful in your life – if Satan is unable to tempt you to willful sin and to then be able to accuse you – he resorts to attempting to hinder you.  He tries to hinder you in doing good.  He tries to hinder your performing the will of God in your life and your seeking to see Godly visions and dreams fulfilled.  Satan tries most of all to hinder any endeavor on your behalf to build the kingdom of God and to help the church that bears Jesus' name and to ministries that are making a genuine difference.  There are some Christians who might scoff at the notion of this work of Satan, but this is Bible for we read in our text where the Apostle Paul wrote to the church in Thessalonica and said:

1 Thess 2:17-18 But since we were torn away from you, brothers, for a short time, in person not in heart, we endeavored the more eagerly and with great desire to see you face to face, 18 because we wanted to come to you—I, Paul, again and again—but Satan hindered us. ESV      

Read the book of Acts and you will find that the opposition from nearby towns caught up to the missionary team in Thessalonica and so Paul had to skedaddle quickly from that place.  This was because the Thessalonicians were receiving truth so well.  The first part of our text told us that they had treated the apostles' preached word as the Word of God which is well was and had obeyed and seen a fruition of God's promises in their lives.  Therefore the enemy, both in the form of Jews who were seeking to hinder Paul's endeavors to reach the Gentiles with the Gospel of Christ, and spiritual forces came against them to try to frustrate them and to hinder them.  And in verse 18 of our text, Paul told them that he had been desperately trying to get back to visit them and to come back to Thessalonica to minister to them and had personally tried “again and again – but Satan hindered us.”  It was not just life or circumstances that had come against the Apostle but a calculated approach by Satan against what Paul was trying to accomplish.  Paul very clearly fingered the culprit:  “Satan hindered us.”  

The word in the Greek for “hindered” is a full-figured one that the apostle chose deliberately.  Its root word is egkopto which has several possible meanings and applications in Biblical-era speech.  One use is that it was originally used to describe “a road so deteriorated and broken up that it was impassable.”  Have you ever driven down a road on your way to a destination in your mind's eye and suddenly you realized that the road had been washed out and was so full of ruts and holes that there was no way that plan A was going to be successful and so you had to turn around and find an alternate route?  That perfectly conveys one of the chief meanings of this word.  

This word was also used in the ancient sports world to describe the moment “when a runner was running a good race, and he is shoved out of the way by the aggression of a fellow runner.”  The races back then weren't quite as benevolent as they are today and sometimes a runner could be in the lead with the goal perfectly in sight and another would catch up and plant an elbow in his ribs and use that momentum to spring forward and seize the prize.  By doing so it was said that he had “hindered” his fellow runner.  

Paul said, “I've been wanting to come and be refreshed by your approach to the Word of God and to help you in your walk and to further build the church there but Satan has hindered us.”  Time and time again, Paul had tried to get there and things just kept popping up and frustrating his ability to get there.  But it was not just things, but a calculated attack of The Hinderer!  Satan had been trying to hurt his chances of moving forward.  The Hinderer had been trying to give some cheap shots to keep Paul from seeing what God wanted in his ministry at Thessalonica.  Paul had taken a couple of elbows to the ribs spiritually and had had his spiritual wind knocked out of him.  The road forward that had seemed so clear had become a broken landscape of obstacles and landmines that had caused the Apostle pause and to have to reconsider how to get past it.  And this was not just chance or life, but it was the work of the Hinderer!

I'm preaching this because I felt hindered this week.  In a time where we are seeking to go forward and we are thinking about new logos and new ministries and getting things ready for a new sign and site work, yet I was struggling to be creative and passionately involved.  I felt heavy this week, spiritually.  I felt as if suddenly the favor of God had turned in my life, so I got alone with God and decided to check on a few things.  I took spiritual inventory of my heart and my actions and couldn't find anything that I was harboring against God or His Word.  And so I asked God what was happening and this scripture and this revelation that I'm sharing with you is what God revealed to me.  And as God talked, I felt the weight begin to lift spiritually.  Because I realized what was happening.  I had defied the tempter and the condemner so The Hinderer had shown up!  The devil was trying to knock the spiritual wind out of my sails so to speak.  And realizing the truth of the matter helped me to accurately respond to the situation.  I've been actively preparing for great things in God's kingdom and so naturally The Hinderer appeared.  

___________________________________

Somebody needs to learn to recognize the way The Hinderer works in your life!  Somebody needs to learn to realize when The Hinderer is speaking and moving just as when the tempter and the accuser is active.  Satan is a coward and it is always easier to hinder something than it is to help.  Satan often finds other cowards – human cowards – to help him hinder.  We read in our text where the unbelieving Jews had hindered Paul in his ministries to the Gentiles.  But really Satan was the hinderer but in carnal, ritualistic, and critical people who were spiritually dry, Satan found a mouthpiece and someone to be his hands and his feet.  

Sometimes Satan uses people to help hinder the endeavors of God in your life.  And usually this is in the form of spiritually-dry, misguided people.  It can be people who seem religious and yet who lack a real knowledge of the perfect will of God.  Such was Simon Peter once when he tried to take Jesus aside and rebuke our Lord for planning to go to the cross.  Jesus' response was striking and yet illuminating:

Matt 16:23 But he turned and said to Peter, "Get behind me, Satan! You are a hindrance to me. For you are not setting your mind on the things of God, but on the things of man." ESV 

Ouch!  Peter had just confessed Jesus' true identity, but his lack of understanding of the perfect will of God caused him to go from a confessor to a hindrance!  And Jesus was not just calling him names when He said, “Get behind me, Satan.”  For The Hinderer had found a mouthpiece in Peter's lack of understanding.  The devil often hinders through the criticism and fleshly thinking of people who do not understand the full will of God in the matter.  

A key thing here is to make sure that you are not a hinderer!  Paul told the Galatian church, “you did run well who hindered you?”  Be sure that you are not the one who is critical and a stumbling block to others doing and seeing the will of God perfectly fulfilled in their lives.  Make sure that you are supportive of the vision that God has given your pastor for this church and this area in the kingdom of God and that you are not actively or passively obstructing it.  Some people fight against it actively through criticism and actions but others fight against the will of God for a church passively, by not being a part or by not supporting it in prayer and fasting.  Make sure that you are not the hinderer's mouthpiece and then realize that to see the will of God fulfilled you will have to hurdle some people who are!  The Hinderer loves to use other people to bring discouragement to doing right and building up God's kingdom, so expect it but keep moving forward anyway!  

Satan likes to hinder by bringing doubt.  He tries to hinder you in action by first clouding your mind.  We need to learn to recognize this – too often Christians who immediately recognize The Tempter at work in their mind or The Accuser at work there yet don't fully comprehend why they are suddenly facing a loss of courage and doubt as to the will of God.  We need to remind ourselves that the will of God for our life doesn't change with seasons or storm clouds.  It doesn't change every day or every week or even every year.  In fact, if the will of God for you changes every week, then likely you do not know what the will of God is.  God had a plan for you before He created you – do you remember that?  That overall plan does not change with temporary life situations.  But when a person begins to move toward what God has set before them, Satan tries to hinder them by paralyzing them with fear so that they will not advance.  It's an elbow to the ribs that comes in the form of a sudden overwhelming doubt in the mind as to where we are with God.  That's the work of The Hinderer and we must learn to recognize it!

It's very important to know what the will of God is for your life and for your immediate course.  You will find that here in the presence of God at His house and through prayer and fasting.  You will discover that in a supernatural moment that we would term a spiritual high.  When you discover what it is that you should be headed towards, then it is important to write it down and stake it in your mind's eye.  Because just as important as grasping what it is in the first place is to realize that in the midst of the journey – after the spiritual high has worn off and the Spirit of God doesn't seem as strongly manifested in your life – there will come doubts that will try to keep you from continuing to seek such things and advance towards them.  Suddenly, you are searching for a sign that you are indeed on the right track when you are further down a road that you took because you knew you were on the right track.  God directed you down this road and suddenly you're having doubts – that doesn't mean that the will of God has changed but rather that the Hinderer has shown up!  Realize it for what it is!

And remember that there is a reason that God gave you the Holy Spirit and it was for more than just experiencing a temporary, spiritual high.  And we must remember that to help deal with the Hinderer, God sent us The Helper!  Jesus told His disciples:

John 14:25-26 "These things I have spoken to you while I am still with you. 26 But the Helper, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, he will teach you all things and bring to your remembrance all that I have said to you. ESV           

Now we know that the Holy Spirit is simply the Spirit of Christ living within us, but these titles are important because they teach us what it is that He comes to do within us.  He doesn't just come to live in your body to take a vacation or because its fun, but He has come to help you.  And He helps you by leading and guiding you in all truth and helping you to remember what was already spoken into your life.  

How often, people hear clearly the voice of God in a moment and start after what God has decreed and yet in a moment of doubt along the journey suddenly become confused and disoriented as to what they are shooting for.  What you need is to take a moment and connect with The Helper, the Holy Spirit, and let it bring back remembrance of what God decreed in your life.  It has not changed and don't let the doubt of The Hinderer detract from your moving forward.  What God has decreed is still in effect despite the hindrances and the obstacles.  

That brings us to another way The Hinderer likes to work and that is through magnifying difficulties until you feel like giving up.  He likes to throw things at you so that you conclude, “this can't be the will of God because nothing's working out.”  But let me remind you that you are not the only one who has faced the Hinderer!  Even the Apostle Paul faced him and yet the hinderer's magnifying of difficulties doesn't change the will of God in the situation.  Don't doubt in the darkness what was revealed to you in the light.  If Jesus said, “let go to the other side, so get in the boat” then don't get freaked out because a storm comes up and try to turn around.  You're going to the other side and the storm isn't going to destroy you or stop you!  Everybody that ever did the will of God or built anything for God's kingdom faced The Hinderer.  Every one of them that ever did something worthwhile for eternity on earth faced difficulty after difficulty until they seemed magnified against the goal and nigh unto impossible.  But that doesn't change the end of the thing:  if God has called you or directed you, then stick to that direction and don't let The Hinderer turn you around with doubt or difficulties!  

I knelt before God this week, one night and asked Him, “why do I feel this way?”  And God began to talk to me about what I am presenting to you and I opened my Bible and God began to reveal to me the work of The Hinderer and then I felt the Holy Spirit start to renew some vim and vigor in me!  God has not forsaken you!  You need to reconnect to the Helper!  Only the Helper can overcome the work of The Hinderer!  And let the Holy Spirit help you to remember what God has said and that is the final truth!  

· Stay focused – the goal has not changed!  

· Stay passionate – the goal is still worthy of your best!      

· Stay strong – don't let fear or doubt paralyze you!

Learn to recognize the work of The Hinderer and learn to overcome it by the work of The Helper!What God originally decreed is still the aim and the goal!  And if you are trying to remember this, then remember The Hinderer comes in the form of negative, carnal people and then the three D's.  People and the three D's.  And the three D's are doubt, difficulties, and then distraction.  

The Hinderer often tries to work through distraction.  If Satan cannot get you to doubt God's Word or fear circumstances that seem to stand between you and God's Word, then he will do his best to get you preoccupied with other things that do not help towards the goal or dream.  He'll try to get you distracted over there so that you'll neglect over here.  He'll try to get you to so busy that you don't have time to seek first the kingdom of God.  He'll try to keep you from personal prayer or even church so that you cannot connect with The Helper that so often thwarts The Hinderer's plans.  He'll try to get you indifferent to what you ought to be most passionate about and passionate about unimportant things.  But now you know how he works:  you've got to be convinced of the will of God and then stay true to it and learn to recognize when The Hinderer is using people, doubt, difficulties, and distractions to try to hinder you!  Hurdle the Hinderer through the knowledge that you're gaining tonight!  Don't second guess yourself down the road – the right path of righteousness and of edification is rarely the easiest road.  In the face of having the spirit knocked out of you and even on a bumpy, bumpy road filled with pitfalls and obstacles, keep your eye on the calling and the ministry and the prize!  Hurdle the Hinderer!

______________________________________________

Now let us finish by letting an old preacher speak to you and into your situation.  I'm not the old preacher, but I'm his mouthpiece tonight and I'll quote him and then expound briefly on what he said.  An old preacher said,
 that when your prayers and plans seem hindered and it seems that Satan is doing his best to hinder you, you need to remember five things.  

1. Be cheerful – This is a chance to greatly overcome the devil.

Is that not your job as a Christian?  To overcome and destroy the devil's works?  If an enemy who wants you destroyed and whom you'd like to take down openly steps out and challenges you to a fight is that not a glorious moment?  So lick Him!  This is your chance to Hinder the Hinderer!  For once, the devil isn't hiding in the shadows and hard to discern.  You know where the hindrance is coming and so it ought to cheer you up that you can give your best shot to the very adversary that has been frustrating you!  He's challenged you to a fight, now make up in your mind to utterly whip the Hinderer until he retreats with his tail between his legs!  

2. Realize the fullness of the opportunity

This sounds strange until you view your frustrated plans in proper perspective.  The fact that Satan is openly attempting to hinder you means that there is more victory and more at stake than what you realized.  It also means that you absolutely must be headed down the right path because Satan has pulled out all of the stops to try to hinder you.  If my enemy who doesn't want me blessed and doesn't want me to fulfill my ministry and doesn't want me victorious puts his greatest arsenal of mines and roadblocks in front of this particular road, then what does that tell me about what's on the other side and the end of that road?  He's brought attention to what I want most by his great resistance.  Therefore, if I will not hurdle The Hinderer, there is great things in store for me on the other side!  

3. Overcome fear by considering the outcome if you don't overcome.

The greatest way to overcome fear is with another fear.  You need to ask yourself and in your mind's eye briefly consider what it will be like if you do not overcome these difficulties and if The Hinderer wins.  You need to consider carefully what it will be like if you are not victorious in this situation.  When the alternative is unacceptable, then press forward anyway!  Your fear of failure at moving forward should be overcome by the fear of what it would be like with The Hinderer having the final say.  Let God arise and face the future with faith and not fear!  

4. Feed your courage by reminding yourself who is with you.

If you try this alone, then you have no chance, but The Helper can lick The Hinderer!  Greater is He who is in us than he who is in the world!  If we try to do this on our own, then we will undoubtedly fail, but listen to the words of the Apostle Paul who was hindered by Satan:  “I can do all things through Christ who strengthens me.”  Let the Holy Ghost remind you of the great truths of our God and what the will of God is and also be your helper to strengthen you.  If God be for you, who can be against you?  Christ has already overcome the devil and sin and with Him you cannot help but win!  Be courageous because as long as you're pressing forward through the hindrances, you're on the winning side!  

5. Remember the great promise of James 4:7

James 4:7 Submit yourselves therefore to God. Resist the devil, and he will flee from you. ESV

There are no other “if's, and's, or but's” in this verse and it is a sure promise.  If you will submit yourself to God and then resist the devil, he will flee from you.  Not “turn” from you; not reluctantly withdraw, but flee from you.  The devil will be so defeated that he will be anxious to get out of Dodge!  This is the promise to those who press forward despite having their Godly plans hindered.  This is the sure outcome of those who refuse to allow the plan of God to fall by the wayside.  This is the promise to those who resist the efforts of The Hinderer in their life.  You will overcome!  You can overcome!  Hurdle the Hinderer!  Let the Helper help you to overcome the hindrances to doing the will of God!

________________________________________   

So what do you do when your plans seem hindered?  You first check to make sure that your plans are really His plans and that you are doing, in fact, the will of God.  If you are not on the right path, then adjust course, find forgiveness, ensure the favor of God is with you and get where you should be.

If you are on the right path and yet there is great hindrances to you, then you recognize the author of those hindrances.  Realize when people are really being mouthpieces for the devil.  Realize where the doubt, difficulties, and distractions are coming from. And then use the old preacher's words to guide you in action:  be cheerful – the devil wanted a fight and now he's got one!  Realize the greatness of the opportunity!  Remind yourself that the alternative to victory is not acceptable and so vanquish fear.  Be courageous as you consider who is with you helping you!  And then remember and enact the promise of James 4:7.  If you will submit yourselves to God and resist the devil, he has to flee from you!  

Now think of the game, Rock, Paper, and Scissors.  So is your life like that when you face the devil in this way.  There are three elements at play:  your human will, The Helper which is the Holy Spirit, and The Hinderer which is Satan.  Our Helper is greater than The Hinderer and the Holy Spirit always beats Satan.  Unfortunately without the Spirit involved, The Hinderer will beat our Flesh.  But the only thing that can defeat the Holy Spirit right now is your Flesh because God will allow you to choose to do it your way or His.  Helper beats Hinderer; Flesh beats Helper; Hinderer beats Flesh.  

I'm not trying to be cute, but to cause you to realize the great truth of the matter:  Satan can hinder you but he cannot stop you.  Only you can stop yourself by not relying on the Helper to overcome The Hinderer.  Don't destroy yourself and don't let the Hinderer win.  Your Helper is sufficient and able to keep you moving forward and even to the finish line!  Take the Helper over the Hinderer and overcome!   

�	The “old preacher” is Charles Haddon Spurgeon





